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LBELEASE NOTE: 
General Council Meeting, 3 p.m. 
Annual General Meeting, 3-30 p.m. 
Mid-Devon Unionist Association. 
CONSTITUTIONAL CLUB, 
NEWTON ABBOT, 
januar 31st, 1912. by 
SIK, EE 
l beg to inform you that a MEETING 
of the Central Council of the Mid-Devon 
Unionist Association will be held at the Con- 
$titutional Club, Newton Abbot on Wednesday, 
Feb. 7th, at 3 p.m. Lord Clifford presiding. 
To receive the Reports of the Executive 
Committee and Organising Secretary. 
The Annual General Meeting will follow 
at 3-30 p.m. (see other page). 

Capt. E. F. Morrison-Bell; M. P. will be 
present. 5 
Jam, Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
G. II. HEARDER, 


Organisinèe Sec. 


s 


ery Ds earnelt, and affeetionato 


_ ; ; 
2 4 _ 5 
» . 
a . 4 7 
2 A - +. 
'#- * 2 4 a4 
1 - : 7 : WP. © i: 
* 4,7, 8 
* 5 22 2 30 
F. . 
8 } . * 1 . * 
þ {2 St 
* % ; nM”, 
£ g 5 
: \ * f "+ VA 
Ls 3s '"Y 2 
f a #7 
"7 5 = 4 
1 
* L * 
: - 
43 
4 
. 


TPO. THR 9 

ito and Clergy of this Kingdom; ; 1 
wa ARTICULARLY 10 | = 

5 f 2 Dr. Gill, and all, who are highly en- * 
Sage er the intereſt of the proteſtant religion, in 3 


three important propotitions, promulg'd, believing, 
that they not knowing the truth of them, have mil- 
took the fundamental Baſis of true religion. Some „ 
ſmall remarks alſo added, ſhewing, that the writers? 
againſt Popery and Deiſm, ave not laid a compleat (> tha 
foundation, | | os 


The whole is intended for a confirmation of the writings of 


John Jerom Boeſwillibald, 


| OM Profellibreb the illuſtrious college, at Tubingen, and 
to awaken the learned world to truth, and to eſtabliſh 
real peace and harmony among the ſects. 
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LONDON: 


W POR by W. Nicorx, at the Paper-Mill, St. Pauls | 
1 - Church-Yaid;, W. Caverr, the Upper Corner of + 
1F Mi ddle-Row, ; 3 VAN PDENRERG, in Exeter- Change, in tze 

N Strand; and to be had at the Statute- Hall, 1 in 1 Charch-Lants CATE > el 
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5 Joun JzroM Bonswiltinaln: 


| Much honoured Friend, 


AS this publication chiefly cohcetns thy teſtimony 
to the world, I was rather, in a conſternation, 


whether to print it, before I had ſhewn it unto thee ; 
but thy abſence from town, was ſome hindrance, 


and I thought, if I could give this true teſtimony as 


I how can; that no ſoul knew of the publication of this 
but myſelf; it might rather, give a ſanction to it, 
becauſe I have referred to what thou haſt publiſhed. 
If I have committed an error, in any reſpect, Iam 


willing to acknowledge it, and hope to find pardon 


on all ſides. 


I affute thee; I take it as a bleſſing from Gop, 
to acknowledge thee my father in Chriſt, tho“ 


what I have written, is the fruit of my own reflection 
upon the Holy Sctiptures, by which I have diligent- 
ly compared thy writings; and do find them to be 
ſtrielly cohetent and agreeable to the Old and New 

Teſtament, and to give a more intelligible and rational 
explanation of it, than any other writings: for I have 

been a diligent ſearcher after truth, for ſeveral years, 
and have ſtudied almoſt all doctrines and miſtical 
writers; yet, I do fully confefs to the glory of God, 
that I never found in any of them ſuch an aſſured con- 
viction, ſuch ſtrong evidence from ſcripture, and right 


reaſon, or any thing to be compared with that, that 


zs to be found in thy writings, that, who ever ſtrictly 
examines thy creed of the Nazarenes or firſt chriſtians 
may fee, and underſtand the difference, as thou 
* fay ſt, there is between the glorious I'ght of the firſt 
. 35 | . N century 


PREFACE. 
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c century and the twilight. we have received, by a paſt 


* reformation. I therefore recommend thy writings as 


* a ſignal ſet up by the Lord to lead people to the pure 


 unerxing truths of the goſpel, which the feds have 


miſſed, and do really believe them'to be the fore- 
runner of a devine reformation, when the kingdoms 
of this world ſhall be governed by God and his Chriſt. 
And as thou doſt not profeſs to pleaſe thy readers with 
eloquence, neither can it be expected, that thou 


ſhouldſt expreſs thyſelf fo clear in our language, as 4 


P 3 


native of it. 
I would warn all that read them, to take care, not 
to make any thing of this fort an objection, to the re- 


ceiving the grand and important truths, thou haſt de- 
livered unto us; but to look through the ſhell to the celeſ- 


tial keel, even to Jeſus Chriſt, who is the pillar and 
ground of all truth, and the ſoverign head of his church. 


-. 'Fherefore, while moſt men ſoar on wings of ana. 


gination, O let us on ſurer paths of ſecret wiſdom 
tread, and while they lay their foundation on tradition, 
we'll build more ſure. on that, which Gop hath laid. 
Let them ſeek for truth in the records of their fathers: 
we'll humbly find it in thoſe Which Gop hath given. 


 Soadieuvain world, to all your future ſcenes adieu: haſte 
away my ſoul from ſects and party ſtrife, ſuch dif- 
cords J have done with. I have ſeen too much of you. 
The true knowledge of him, that you ignorantly wor- 
ſhip has made us free, even Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, 


. doth make us free indeed. 
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Very humble, earneſt, and affec- 


tionate Addreſs, to the Biſhops 
and Clergy of this kingdom, 


* 


ITE an due reverence and ſubmiſſion, moſt | 
humbly addreſs you in the name of the Lord 


| God of Hoft, the God of Ifrael, Sam. xvii. 48. not 


with excellency of ſpeech, or man's wiſdom ; but in 


the demonſtration of the ſpirit and power. 1 Cor. ii. 
1. 4. God hath fo ordained that the world by their 


wiſdom: knew not God. Cor. i. 21. Therefore m- 
weapons are not carnal, but the ſword of the ſpirit, 


which is the word of God. Epheſ. vi. 17. For I am 


not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt: for it is the power 


of God unto Salvation, to every one that believed. My 
words ſhall be of the uprightneſs of my heart, and [ 


cannot give flattering titles, Job xxxii. 21; nor have 


| reſpect to perſons in Fg ren Prov. xxiv. 23. 
Pardon me for ma 
it is from a due ſenſe of the greatneſs, and high im- 


ing fo free with your names: for 


portance of the ſubject; for I take the miniſters of 


God to be his ſprings, which he ſends forth from him- 
ſelf, the fountain of all goodneſs, and truth, to water 
the ſouls of men, that they may grow. in grace to a 
full ſtature in CHRIST: And if they ſhould fully the 
fountain, or for want of a diſpoſition to go down to it, 

| ſhould content themſelves with reaſoning about the ex- 
iſtence, nature, properties, and being of this foun- 


tain, dividing themſelves into numberleſs opinions, 
concerning how the divine fountain communicates it- 


elf and governs mankind, relying upon human pro- 
babilities, without ſeeking a coherency of demonſtra- 
tive doctrines,” from the ſecret records of truth, the 


holy 


17 ; r 
holy Bible: I fay ſhould the ambaſſadors of Chriſt thus 
content. themſelves with falſe ſhadows, inſtead of the 
true ſubſtance, and feed men with muddy water, in- 1 
ſtead of the clear ſprings of eternal life, and with | 
huſks inſtead of the bread, that comes down from God 
out of heaven, how inexpreſſibly fatal muſt the con- 
ſequence of it be to the chriſtian world.---Let us ſup- 
poſe only, certain ſhepherds to have a large number 
of ſheep under there care, and that the lord or maſter 
of the ſheep, had provided a very fine paſture, and 
a plentiful fountain with innumerable ſprings, ſo that 
nothing was wanting towards the fertility and felicity 
of the theep, but the care of the ſhepherds, and ſup- 
poſe, the lord ſhould remove into a far better country, 
where he promiſed to take both the ſhepherds and the 
ſheep, if they took care ſtrictly to perform his will, 
that he had left them a perfect copy of, and moreover, 
promiſed to give them an everlaſting crown in his king- 
dom, where they thould ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament, and as the ftars for ever. 5 

But it ſhould fall out a century or two after the lord's 
departure, that there roſe up a ſucceſſion of careleſs 
ſhepherds, that were not careful enough in keeping cloſe 
to the fountain, from whence the ſprings uſher'd; neither 
did they look frequently enough into their lord's will, ſo 
that a falſe ſpirit got poſſeſſion of them, inſomuch that 
they become lords themſelves over the ſheep, and took 
the ſheep into a quite different paſture, and as to the 
fountain, they had fo ſulled it, that it might truly be 
compare i to dregs and huſks in compariſon of what they ©; 
fed upon in their firſt Lord's paſture, and drank at 
his celeſtial fountain; moreover, they enriched and 2? 
aggrandiſed themſelves ſo much with the fleece of 
the flock, that they almoſt, if not quite, forgot the 
glorious promiſes, the Lok had made, the manſions 
he had prepared for them, that ſhould love and obey * 
him, and thought little more than to. become ftars' of 
the firſt magnitude at Rome, or forme other dies 
| os. as To MO Place 
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Again for example, think of a nobleman, 


place. 


' who had provided a certain number of fields for his 
flocks, and ſet certain perſons over them, telling them, 


he had given all thoſe fields ſor the nouriſnment and 
rowth of his ſheep, and that they ſhould give them 
ſuch paſture as was moſt ſuitable for them: But they 


inſtead thereof, as ſoon as his back was turned, kept 


the ſheep in one or two of the fields, and made a 
property of all the reſt: So that the ſheep in time 
became almoſt famiſhed.------Then draw a parallel 
caſe from the. goſpel, our blefſed Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, 


our only true ſhepherd, left the glorious fields of the 
; dodrines of truths, and commanded his apoſtles to 


feed his flock with the fincere milk of the word. But 
it was not long before men of corrupt principles, took 


away many of the fields from the holy flock, namely, 


the true doctrines of the goſpel, and mixt thoſe that 
they could not efface wit 


their abominable errors: 
So that the goſpel of the meek and lowly Jeſus, that 
in the true ſenſe is the power of God unto ſalvation, 
became now ſo corrupted as to ſerve the ends of 
worldly power, who became fo infatuated in blind- 
neſs, as to think they were led by the ſpirit of Chriſt 
to kill one another, notwithſtanding our bleſſed Lord 
hath declared, that he came into the world not to 
deftroy mens lives, but to ſave them : theſe things are 
matters of lamentation to the true diſciples, who will 
draw homologous circumſtances, worthy of their 
higheſt regard.-----Theſe preliminaries were not in- 
tended, but as they fell naturally in, I could not con- 
ſcientiouſly avoid them. I ſhall therefore tranſcribe the 


following paſſage and then come to my point : Jerem. 
Ii. 5. viii. 13. Thus faiththe Lord, what iniquity have 
Four fathers found in me, that ye are gone far from 


me, and have walked after vanity and are become vain. 


Ihe prieſt faid not: where is the Lord? and they that 
_ handle the law, knew me not: the paſtors alſo tranſ- 


grefſed againſt me, and the prophets propheſied by 
oh Re gs _—_ „ Pall 
F 
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„ 
| Baal, and walked after things, that do not SER 5 
Wherefore ! willy etplead:with:you,faſth the I ofd, and 
with your childrens children with 1 plead. For pals; 
over the iſles of Chittim, and ſee; and ſend to Kedar, 
and confider! diligently, - and fee, if there be ſuch a 
thing. ane pere changed their Gods, which are 
yet no Gods2;but my people have changed their glory, 
for that which. doth not profit. Be aſtoniſned, O ye 
heavens, at this, and be borribly afraid, be ye very 
deſolate; faith che Lord. For my prople have co 
mitted two eilt the have forſaken me, the fountain 
of living waters, and hewed them out; ciſtorns, Woken. 
cifterns,. That: cam hold no water. fo 0901 
As tome, lam nd. prophet nor the ſon df a prophet, 7 
neither da believe :102 ã ny farther prophecying than 
oe compleavinitrptetation. of tha, Holy Scriptures, ac- 
cording td aniexaft;firalatoberency of the Old and 
New Teſtament, which ift. every true miniſter of 
Chriſt niaſt: hau before on wortby' of that name; 
I am perfuaded alſo, that God calls ho man to believe 
anything ſarther-than iedsiaggeeable to right reaſen, 
inlighten d by:ward:and ſpirite Ifethe doctrine, here- 
after mentioned, apprar Hovelties, which. indeed they: 
ire in Ohe ſenſe; for l Knœr ng body of people bol 
them, yet Lem fully perſunded, thevſare no more no- 
velties, tha the truths of the ſcriptures or Paul's 
1 piftles. As L Ao not doubt ti make W _— 
rev roinhow. on ngfieeuene EUo4G:ofr 5 
Above four years ago a High Gorman, in hat 
been a Profeflbr.of the illuſtrious tollege- at. Tubingen, 
found me, and two or three: more ſindære pedple, and 
told us, he had been ſometime in London, and Had 
much defired to find: fome' impartial chriſtians, .that 
were freed from: bigottry, and partiality.; but: to his 
great ſurpriſe, he found them ſcarcet in England than 
in his own country, where Satan had confirmed his 
lies by a : rigorous law, as he ſaid: then he told us, 


that One of che WARES ends of his coming rt - 


4 
* 
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#4 1 5 * 
4 land, was becauſe of the religious toleration, which it 
: 9 we can nevet make too high an acknowledgement of; 


e por on this account God will cauſe his Angel to 
„ i F, preach, the everlaſting Goſpel to this bleſſed nation 
e 3 the firſt, Rey. xiv. 6. and happy will they be, that re- 
y. 2 ceive it,) Was to | publiſh, ſome particular. doctrines 
. 9 of the ſacred ſcriptures, which the Moſt High in great 
n march had revealed to him, near forty years ago, and 
n alſe to his father before him, who was a Proteſtant 

1. 7 | clergyman of diſtinction, in Germany: he told us, 


* that he neither ſought, nor deſired any other authori- 
C 295155 the great truths, he had to advance to the 
| world, but, t ie Old and New Teſtament, which 
d. books we found him more fully and clearly converſed 
of. 4 in, than any perſon,we had ſeen before, as his writings 
- + abundantly evidence. He ſhewed us, how the ſaid goſ- 
_* ple-truths came to be loſt, about the ſecond and third 
century, and how errors, inſtead of them, wete eſta- 
bliſhed ar the council of Nice, by the confirmation of 
a certain creed, univerſally believed. He argued the 
following propoſitions, or points, with much evidence 
'> fromScripture, and Reaſon, and becauſe we were fully 
's, * 'F* convinced, that great errors and deluſions often carry 
ha 4 very plauſible appearance, we were very 'unwil- 
| ling to receive them, without a ſtrict ſcrutiny. His 
= A1cripture-eyidences were ſo very ſtrong and confirm- 
ing, that we had no power to reſiſt them, or confound 
hain his allextions. IE 
As to my part, I was ſo fully eſtabliſhed. in. my 
former principles, of which I had printed and pub- 
liſhed a treatiſe, called, Truth from the Original Uni- 
_ ver/ity, and ſome ſmall ſheets of paper to give away, 
that though I found him to be a perſon of very great 
learning and abilities, an underſtander of a great many 
anguages, and a man of very fincere, free, and good 
poſition, according to ſeveral ſufficient teſtimonies 


* 1 
2 2 4 . 
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from ha Univerſities, which fully convinced us, he was 


that all the doctrines, he alvanced, were truth. For I 
muſt confefs, that I thought once the human nature of 
| Jeſus Chtiſt, the Trinity and the itnmotrality of the 
foul in Adam, andout of Chriſt, were names, that car- 
ried as much evidence of the truth w ith hem; as the 


fally received as ſuch : and though my ideas were dif- 
ferent from the common notions of them, it ſurpriſed 
me, when he came to explain, that the words, divine 
and human nature of Chriſt, the Trinity, and im- 


fame by clear texts of the holy ſcripture, they appeared 
new and ſtrange doctrines, and were like a feed, fown 
in the ground, on the fide of the adverſzr ry. It was 

good while, before I could fully | belieFe' and con- 
Fs them to be truths, which 1 firmly do now, to 
the glory of God, and think, have as 7 ih veaſon: 
to believe them as the Scriptures, in which the truth 
of theſe doctrines is contained; and this we thould 
take a particular notice of, as a fignal ſignature of his 
being a true follower of our Lord ad Saviour, and 
his prophets and apoſtles, namely, bis ſticking ſo 
cloſe to the Bible: I never read any man's writings that 
affirmed theſe aſſertions with ſuch ſtrong and univerſal 
proofs from a minute coherence of the ON and New 
Teſtament, as he doth, and I have often heard him 


principles, doctrines, &c. but they will be miſtaken: for 


vine water ef life; and the Bible i is a ſufficient ſyſtem 
of divinity of itlelf, by which tke Lord will eonfound 
the ignorant briilders on their ſandy foundations, 
inſtead of the only true foundation, the «ternal god- 
8 head of Teſus Chrift. For Gott will call dur of alt 

85 | | Gens 


what he pretended to be; yet I could not fully believe, 


names God and Chriſt, becauſe they were univer- 


mortality of the ſoul; in Adam, the finner, were all un- 
ſcriptural and falſe hy potheſis; and that to prove the 


tay to this effec, that every ſect expects Chriſt to ap- 
pear in ſpirit univerſally, for the efxbitthriichr of their 


they are the very broken ciſterns, that will hold no di- 
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ty ſtems to the Bible, which is a pure fountain, 


full, of all neceflary truths, and free from the error 


of tranſlations, according to what he ſays in his de- 


dication to the biſhops, that he introduces the pe- 
lievers of the firſt century, in order to call back 
unto the holy writs, and to overthrow the walls of 


1 Sects. 2 Cor. xi. 16 He deſires diligent ſearcher 
do ſee, whether he wrote the truth or not. He has often 


recommended Dr. Luther for giving this teſtimony iy 


one of his writings, where he expreſſes himſelf to this 


effect : © I with my writings may be committed to the 
* burning flames, before they, thall be. ſet up, in the 
* place of the ſcriptures.” This teſtimony, he fays, 


will add to his glory in the laſt day. 3 - 


'To ſum up the whole, my friend's doarine runs 


thus : : That a real chriſtian is one in ſtrĩct bands, and 


yet free, that is, he is bound to make the Bible the 
perfect rule of his faith, life, and doctrine; or, in 


other words, to, be wholly led and guided. by the 
divine word and ſpirit of God, by which means ty 


will be fully freed "from all the errors, Ignorance an 

darkneſs, that there is amongſt the ſects; and, from al! 
other fins, © vanities and franigreſſions : : the ſame as the 
Jews called themfelves a free people, becauſe they 
were free from heatheniſh idolatry, Gal. iv. 2 3. yet 
bound to keep the law of God The ſyſtems and doc- 
trines of the ſects are like the gol en calf, or the 
groves and i images, ſet up by the! raelites, which hin- 


dlered them from going up to worſhip the only true 
God at Jeruſalem. 80 the ſacred, divine, and holy 


ſcriptures, are the Chriſtian's Jeruſalem below, b 

which, through the cœleſtial ſpirir of Chriſt, we learn 
to worſhip the ouly true God, the Father, in his eter- 
nal Son, and holy Spirit, in their heavenly Jeruſalem 


above, where there is no Curſe, but the throne of God, 


and. 45 Lamb ſhall be in it, and his ſervants ſhall 


ſerve him; they thall ſee his Bice: and his name ſhall 
be on their e and there ſlall be no night, 
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| Aid ſaints to get the true knowledge of the Sonof God, 2D 


that they may be filled with all the fullnefs of God. 
It is as though the Apoſtle had ſaid: Leave your 


knowledge, Thar is behind, and preſs forward to the 


things that are before; for we may go on in our en- 


quiry, to find out more divine and glorious truths 


of the everlaſting Goſpel. There is no ſounding the 
bottom of infinite wiſdom,, love, and Perfection, nor 
taſting the laſt drop of thoſe rivers: of F that 
flow * rom God's right hand for ever. 

I have offen admired my friend, Böefwillibald, 
when he hath belt us to this effect, that though he 
had been a diligent ſearcher after truth, in the Holy 
Scriptures, for above fotty years, and had had rel 


and fuller difcoveries of it continually ; yet, he daily 


found new matter, highly worthy his contemplation ; 
that he could truly ſay, the bible was an inexhauſtible 


fountain or treaſure, and that, as no man will ever 


be able to find out all the great treaſures and ſecrets, 
hid in the earth, and ſea, and the depths of God in 
this world, Neither will - any man ever be able to find 
out, and to know perfectly, all the divine myſteries and 


ſacred truths contained in the Holy Scriptures. There- 


fore let this learn us to underſtand what the Apoſtle 


means in theſe words: the Lord knoweth the thoughts 
of thoſe that think themſelves Will,” that _ are 


vain, = 11 

The firſt tebtile, that my Friend publiſhed i in i 
Got. was an Epiſtle to ignorant and carnally minded 
teacher; therein he laid the ſure foundation, as à wiſe 
maſter- builder, he diſcovering and demonſtratingithe 


Godhead and ' pre-exiftence of our! Lord, Jeſus, and 


ſhewing, that he was no- created man in Adam, but 


that he became a perfect man, by a. en 
his ſpiritual body. F 


: The ſecond is an Epiſtle of Peace And var 
in Chriſt, which chiefly treats of our fall, and: ni- 


Verſal — in Adam, and that immortality as to 
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upon their, true Baiis, and 8 a true 1 ge | 
a 70 Ghoſt. Rejecting | 

ieh words, and making * of the words of 
tha ſpirit of tru:h, he ſhews, that the ſpirit of Pla- 
to, was the cauſe of, moſt of the erroneous doctrines 
in the Chriſtian world, ever ſince, 2gainſt the 
warning, Col. ii. 8. he was received, unto another 


Jefus and another goſpel. 
Theſe treatiſes have been publiſhed. cls three 


years; and though they contain ſuch bleſſed and | 
glorious truths, which wholly tend to..re-eftablith | 
true religion or chriſtianity, on its primitive foun- 


dation, and to reftore peace, happineſs, and tran- 
quility . amonſt men, by baniſhing the errors and 


traditions, amongſt the various denonlinations, who 
miſname themſelves Sen no due value was 
made of them. | | 


We need not -wonder at a practice, ſo incon- 


ſiſtent, when we conſider ſo many prejudices, and 


errors: for it is as impoſſible, for an erroneous faith 


and doctrine to e a true Chriſtian, as it is 
for 
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ivr a man, that works, by an irregular rule or plan, 
to produce à true and regular pet fofniance or 
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I have often, fince the Almighty --hith' been 
pleaſed to copvince me of this teftimon y, very much 
marveled at the gteat ſtupidity, and the infatuation 


* of many, Who think themſeſves to be Pillars in 


Chriftianity, and on the pinacle of every vittue ; yet, 
have deſpifed them, and when they could not e637 
fute them, have cried- out, What gooct doth the he- 
« lieving' of "theſe things do for us? do they make 
© us more dead unto the world, and ative to God ?- 
© have you more of the'Spirit of Chrift in you?“ I 


anſwer * Why ate theſe things revealed, and how 
ought bur faith in "Abraham to honour God, Who is 


not willing tobe made a liar, in any of his words 
whatſvever, on the ſide of nenn 
It is evident from Scripture; that the Phariſees 
were fo full of outward holineſs, as to condemn 
the ' Diſciples, for plucking the ears of corn, and 
even our Lord, who is holinefs itfelf. JI believe, 
there is a ſtronger Pharifaical ſpirit now under- the 
Goſpel, than there was under the law: Fherefore, 
it would be vain in me, to anſwer more in the poſitive. 

Our works are our witneſſes before men, and even 
our, intentions before God. This I' can moſt àſ- 
ſuredly afftrm, that it is as much impoſſible for a 
man, who errs in any degree, in his judgement, to 
be perfect in his actions, as it is for a man, that is 
abſolutely blind, to walk in an unknown path with- 
out ſtaggering. Therefore every man, that is not a 


| Novice, would reckify the fmalleſt miſtake, or en- 
deayour to attain to the true meaning of the minuteſt 
article of our moſt Holy Faith; for though, I do 
not doubt, but every man is juſtified, who ſtrictly 
keeps up in obedience to his knowledge; yet, let us 
remember, for our encouragement, that there are 

5, many 


immediately raiſeth all his Bulwarks againſt it. The 
influenced Herod with envy, to kill him. Though 


it is not long fince, that theſe ſacred truths that I 
here relate, have been, made known to the world ; 
how has the Spirit of error and of lies ſtigmatized 


it with all the odious names of fantaſtical Enthuſi- 
| aſm, hereſy, and ſchiſm, yea even in the Monthly 


Review, ſo dark, ſo ignorant, ſo irrational, ſo diſ- 


honeſt a cenſure, ſo uncritical was the Critic, as to. 
lump. the whole work together, I mean, the Creed 
of the Nazarenes or firſt Chriſtians, and to de- 


clare it, to the world, that it was a Moravian and 


Hutchinſonian Jargon, which, if he bad looked 
with an impartial eye over, he, muſt have ſeen 


that it was diametrically oppoſite to either of them; 


but God will not leave ſuch diſhonour done to, his 


6 \ 


truths, unpuniſhed, at the laſt day. Eehold you 
* 15 3 | TOE 


Holy Child, Jeſus, was no ſooner born, thanthe Devil 
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ſimple ones, have you no underſtandirg? O, how 
clearly is Satan manifeſt, in his Children? O, 
wicked imaginations, whence came you in, to 
cover the Earth with deceit. Ecclel. xxxvii. 2. , 
Prev. 1. 50. It 1s an infallible maxim, that nothing 
proves a man to be an Idiot or a Fool, more than 
to condemn a thing, before he have ſearched it to 
the bottom; for ſince the fall, it is evident, that 
the ſublime truths appear to the natural mind 


of a man, the moſt contradictory and deformed, 
like as a real ſtraight ſtick in the water, appears 
Crooked, jo truth appears crooked to them, and” 
errors. ſtraight in their watery imaginations ; but a 


wiſe man, who hath experienced the uncertainty 
of all things below God, will not condemn a thing 
be ore he can demonſtrate it to be wrong, f:cm clear 


evidences of Scripture and Right Reaſon. How 


fooliſhly then have they betrayed themſelves, who 


have called the teftimony of my Friend, rank 
Popery. The Pope believes, he is the ſupreme head 
of the Church oa earth: we believe in no head 
but Chriſt. They believe, they are the tri e Catholic k 
Cturch by tradition: according to the f1.ns of the 
adoption in Chriſt, we are convinced of our being 
members of the body of Chriſt, unto falvation. 


The fame texts as they bring to eftablith their 
church carnally, we bring to eſtabliſh ours ſpiritu- 


They ſay, that none can be ſaved out of the 


ally. 


_ communion of their Church, outwardly: we bel eve 
that none can be ſaved, without the true know- 


ledge of God and Chriſt, and without a perfect 
faith, that 1s chaſt as to its body, working as. to its 
foul, rich as to its ſpirit. The A'mighty having 


been pleaſed in his inſinite compaſſion, to reſcue, 


or deliver the divine truths o his glorious Goſpel 
from all the lies of Satan and errors of all Churches, 
he calls all men to repent of them, and turn'totle 
truth, that it may make them free, for we are aſſured 


by 


| . 8 

by the Bible, that if we reject the truth, we muſt 
fall under the judgement of God. The ſtate of re- 
Iigion appears to me, to be very much like that 
city, Solomon ſpeaks of, Eccleſ. ix. 14. that was 
| beſieged, and delivered by a pocr wiſe man, yet no 
man kim! elf remembered the ſame poor man: and 
who 15 it that remembers our bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to a true ſenſe and underſtanding | 
of him, and the deliverance he has wrought out 
for us, beſides the ſeven thouſand, which the Lord 
hath preſerved from bowing their knees, or receiv- 
ing the marks of a ſpiritual Babylon. Rev. xi. xiii. 
He that hath underſtanding, let him learn what 
this means. Theſe are the ſincere ſouls, who ſee the 
idolatrous abominations committed amongſt all 
Churches. Their harps are hung upon the willows. 
Pal. cxxxvii. Lift up your heads: for the deliver- 
ance is come out of Sion, to turn away ungodlineſs 
from Jacob. Lo, the Lord reigneth. Let the peo- 
ple tremble. He fitteth between the Cherubims : let 
the earth be removed. The Lord hath done great 
things for us, with regard to the captivity of pre- 
Judices and errors: in Babylon. His promiſed deli- 
liverance was like a dream unto us, but perceiving 
it now, our mouths are filled with laughter, and 
our tongues with ſinging. Pal. cxxiy. 
Whereas ſeveral Perſons have run away == 
chimerical notions of my Friend's Doctrine, con- 
cCerning God, the Father, and his two embaſladors, 
the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, forming ſuch carnal 
notions as he never ſpoke or thought of, let them 
be prevailed upon ſeriouſly and attentively to read 


the afore-mentioned creed, and then I think, if 


they impartially judge, they muſt own, that he 


gives the moſt ſcriptural and rational account of the 
three that bear record in Heaven, that ever any 
man did, fince * e time. 


As 


work together for good. 
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As to Athanaſius Creed, there are ſeveral of the 


moſt learned of the proteſtant clergy, that have 


clearly proved it not to be orthodox, nor agreeable 
to the concurrent teſtimonies of the holy writs. of 
our primitive fathers, whom we oppoſe to the ſe- 
cundary fathers, that were but very weak as to un- 


derſtanding in Chriſt. | | 


Arrius and others have too much degraded the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt, and I know of none that 
have demonſtrated theſe things ſo clearly, ſo ortho- 
doxly, as our learned and divinely inſtructed Ger- 


man. I ſpeak this to the praiſe and glory of God- 


alone, and I think it my duty to inform the world, 
that he has got ſeveral Copies by him upon very 


important ſubjects, and ready for the pteſs, parti- 


cularly a book, which confutes the objections, made 
on the fide of the ſcoffers, as to Chronology, Hiſ- 


tory, Genealogy, &c. and then gives the arguments, 
for which a ſenſible man muſt believe, that the 


Bible came down from Heaven. As to his Chro- 
nology, he reckons from the beginning to the end 


of this world goog years, and all the numbers of 


the Scripture are reconciled therein 

We may hope, that ſo many and ſublime diſ- 
coveries will give a deadly wound to Popery, Deitm, 
and ſuperſtition of all forts. God does not always 


give his ſervants, that he employs to bring about 


his facred purpoſes, the riches of this world; which 


is one reaſon, my friend's writings have not appeared 
with ſplendor, and made no more noiſe in the 
world; but I doubt not but God has a ſacred end 


in this, which he will bring about to his own glory, 
and likewiſe give proper means, in his 9wn time, 
ſeeing he works all things for the real felicity, and 
good of his faithful children, to whom all things 

Now [ come to the three propofitions, and be- 
cauſe I have been led to give a much longer intro- 


G2; 5 


120 

duction than J intended, I ſhall be as ſhort and 
concife as poſſible in them. I ſhall give only a 
few of my moſt obvious reflexions on each, and re- 
fer you for more to the before-mentioned writings. 
J hope, all the candid and learned perſons, I have 
add reſſed this to, will maturely confider the great, 
the ſolemn, the ponderous concern, God has laid 
upon them, rightly to confider and truly to judge 
theſe things, which ſo highly concern the true hap- 
pineſs of all mankind, and is the glue or hinge, 


on which the mighty point of our eternal ſalvation 


turns and is at ftake, ſeeing the miniſters of the 


Goſpel, are'fet by our Lord as watchmen over his 


church, to ſee, that his holy flock are kept ſtrictly 


under the true faith and doctrines, delivered by 


himſelf, our only true ſhepherd, under whom, as 
followers, they ought to war againſt the wicked de- 
ſigns of deceitful men, who are like wolves tearing 
the flock, bringing in damnable herefies, turning 
the grace of our God, the Father, into laſciviouf- 
nefs, and denying the only Lord to be an eternal 


| God, namely, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Jude iv. 11. 


L. the biſhops and clergy, whom I addreſs, do find, 
upon mature confideration and examination by 
Scripture and Right Reaſon, by a coherency of the 


| truths of a twofold book, that the doctrines, I here 


confirm, are not encithodon” or in any point con- 
trary to the aforeſaid rules, they cannot in duty to 


God, and in obedience to his divers and ſtrict com- 
mands in the holy writs, but uſe the ſpiritual wea- 


pous, he puts into every true miniſter's hands, and 
obſerve the exhortatios, Paul gives to Timothy 


"and Titus, not to be given to filthy luzre, but to 


hol I ſaft the faithful word of truth, to be able by 
txnd doctrine to confute all eainſayers. There- 

tore give me leave to tell you, rhat I ardently long 
to have your ſerious opinions on the doctrines, held 
t0:t1 by my friend. FO or as | really believe ro man 


to. 
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to be infallible, but the heavenly man, Jeſus Chriſt, 
*Z our ſoverign head, upon whom alone we ſhould re- 
ly for wiſdom and infallibility; it is poſſible that 
many of you may have attained to greater and 
bigher degrees of that divine ſpirit, that ſearches. 
Fall things, even the deep things of God, than I 
have, and undoubtedly muſt be far ſuperior in every 
degree of ſcholaſtic learning. For I was not brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel. All that I can truly 
Fay of myſelf, is, that I am leſs than the leaſt of 
all ſaints. PREISE = ooh I 
When you come to penetrate into the aforeſaid 

doctrines, you may be able to ſee more, and then 
zit will be your duty to convince me of the errors 
which have ſlipped my obſervation. If you can 
give true and ſolid demonſtrations, I ſhall very 
gladly confeſs and recant them: for I ſeek nothing 


4 


but truth, and it is as joyous to me to be convinced 
of my errors, as to learn the truth, knowing that 
one muſt be, before the other is attained. I freely 
down, I ſee no room for error in my friend's teſti- 
T nr : 5 eh 
l have often been ſorry, to ſee ſuch a little, nar- 
_ Fow, and pitiful ſpirit amongſt thoſe, that have 
1 eld controverſies about religion; for I have ob- 
Prved, that they have taken more pains to expoſe 
nie little miſtake of the author, than to confute 
"Ris fundamental errors, which, I think, is very 
Poliſh, uncharitable, and unworthy of truth, or a 
Miſe man, to be guilty of, who knows the weakneſs 
our nature. There are trifles enough in the 
Worid, men of ſenſe ought to be ſerious, and only 
pute on the ground, or baſis, knowing, if the 
ee be good, the fruit will be good alſo. 
= Lhe truth wants to take no advantage, for it is 
Mong, and able to carry a man above all things. 
ech nothing but truth from the ſacred book, and 
no tradition avails any thing with me, in compari- 


3 
— 
3 
4 
* 
” 


„ | a 


duction than 1 I ſhall be as ſhort and 


conciſe as poſſible in them. 1 ſhall give only a 


few of my moſt obvious reflexions on each, and re- 


fer you for more to the before- mentioned writings. 
J hope, all the candid and learned perſons, I have 


add reſſed this to, will maturely confider the great, 


the ſolemn, the ponderoius concern, God has laid 


upon them, rightly to confider and truly to- judge 
theſe t hings, which ſo highly concern the true hap- 


pineſs of all mankind, and is the glue or hinge, 7 


on which the mighty point of our eternal ſalvation 


turns and is at ftake, ſeeing the miniſters of the 
Goſpel, are ſet by our Lord as watchmen over his 


church, to ſee, that his holy flock are kept ſtrictly 
under the true faith and doctrines, delivered by 


] | himſelf, our only true ſhepherd, under whom, as 


followers, they ought to war againſt the wicked de- 
ſigns of deceitful men, who are like wolves tearing 


the flock, bringing in damnable herefies, turning 
the grace of our God, the Father, into laſciviouſ- | 
neſs, and denying the only Lord to be an eternal 


God, namely, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Jude iv. 11. 


I: the biſhops and clergy, whom I addreſs, do find, 


upon mature confideratioa and examination by | 

Scripture and rb Reaſon, by a coherency of the 
d book, that the doctrines, ] here 

confirm, are not unorthodox, or in any point con- 


truths of a twok 


trary to the aforeſaid rules, they cannot in duty to 


God, and in obedience tochis divers and ſtrict com- 
i mands in the holy writs, but uſe the ſpiritual wea- 


pos, he puts into every true miniſter's hands, and 


obſerve the exhortatio 15, Paul gives to Timothy 5 
and Titus, not to be given to filthy luzre, but to 
hol faſt the faithful word of truth, to be able by 
fund doctrine to confute all eainſayers. There- 

fore give me leave to tell you, that I ardent]y long 
t) have your ſerious opinions on the doctrines, held 
 lo:th by my friend. For as I really believe no man 
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to be infallible, but the heavenly man, Jeſus Chriſt, 


many of you may have attained to greater and 
higher degrees of that divine ſpirit, that ſearches 
all things, even the deep things of God, than I 
have, and undoubtedly muſt be far ſuperior in every 
degree of ſcholaſtic learning. For I was not brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel. All that I can truly 
ſay of myſelf, is, that I am leſs than the leaſt of 
all in. : 41 Bs ri eee 
When you come to penetrate into the aforeſaid 
doctrines, you may be able to ſee more, and then 
it will be your duty to convince me of the errors 
which have flipped my obſervation. If you can 
give true and ſolid demonſtrations, I ſhall very 
# gladly confeſs and recant them: for I ſeek nothing 
but truth, and it is as joyous to me to be convinced 
of my errors, as to learn the truth, knowing that 
one muſt be, before the other is attained. [I freely 
* own, I ſee no room for error in my - friend's: teſti- 
mony. 5 . | 14 5 
11 have often been ſorry, to ſee ſuch a little, nar- 
row, and pitiful ſpirit amongſt thoſe, that have 
held controverſies about religion; for I have ob- 
ſerved, that they have taken more pains to expoſe - 
ſome little miſtake of the author, than to confute 


his fundamental errors, which, I think, is very © 


fooliſh, uncharitable, and unworthy of truth, or a 


Fviſe man, to be guilty of, who knows the weakneſs 


of our nature. There are trifles enough in the 
world, men of ſenſe ought to be ſerious, and only 
diſpute on the ground, or bafis, knowing, if the 
tree be good, the fruit will be good alſo. 1 
The truth wants to take no advantage, for it is 
Wrong, and able to carry a man above all things. 
'Þ ſeek nothing but truth from the ſacred book, and 
o tradition avails any thing with me, in compari- 
3 8: _ fon 
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our ſoverign head, upon whom alone we ſhould re- 
ly for wiſdom and infallibility; it is poſſible that 
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ſon of plain and coherent texts in the holy writs. 
I defire to be taught this prayer "wolf, before 1 
write againſt any man | 

O God, my ſaviour, who knoweſt and readeſt the | 
moſt latent views of my mind, and every intention 
of my heart is open to thy omniſcience 3 teach me 
by thy ſpirit, to have a right judgement and ſound 


underftanding in all things, through Jeſus Chrift, 
whilſt I expoſe theſe errors. O give me ſuch cha- 


rity, as to look over all things, that do not imme- 
diately concern thy truth, that love, more than ar- 


8 _ convince the gainſayers. 
The fit Propofitiom. 
59. Concerning Jeſus of Nazareth. | 
I. That Jeſus Chriſt is no created man in Adam, 
and had no human nature or body from the virgin's 


quently the pre- exiſtent God, that appeared unto 
Abraham, &c. and that he became a perfect man 
by- the means of a changing of his ſpritual body 


into the body of his fleſh, when conceived by the | 


Holy Ghoſt, as a timely child, in Mary's womb. 
[ "huſk to deliver my ſentiments, for brevity's 


| fake, in queſtions, that if any one ſhould: think, 
they are called by God to anſwer them, they may 


have the leſs trouble to do it. It will be eaſy to fee, 


Theſe are only miſcellaneous reflexions, ſet down 


at various opportunities, as time and convenience 


permitted, They that will profit by the matter, 


| muſt exerciſe their charity 1 in pardoning the manner 


it is expreſſed in, and in 3 over ſmall oa 


takes. 


II. Seeing the ee m nature in Cbriſt, bis 


two-fold nature, whereof one is the own fon. of 
God, and the other a perfect man, taken from the 


mics 


eſſence, but that he is the own ſon of God, conſe- = 


that my judgment is in the poſitive. As to a full 
| n r I muſt leave it to a larger work, which 
with divine permiſſion, will be publithed hereafter: 
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— 

4 WE 4 4 
* 


To 


blood in Adam, the finner, are not in the Bible, whe- 
ther there is any authority, from whence that word 


and fo many unſcriptural words, required, on the fide 
of an antagoniſt, were derived, ſufficient for us, to 


eſtabliſh our Faith, that Chriſt received a body, or a 


human nature, from the effence of Mary, who was 


a ſinner in Adam, and ſaved by Chriſt. | 
III. Whether there is not an impropriety in the 
tranſlation, Gal. IV. 4. which implies a creature in 
Adam, oppoſed to the own Son, that was born of 

Mary, and whether Heb. II. 14. is not a ſtrong con- 


firmation of our Lord's perſonality in a body, that 


was ſeen and touched yeſterday-and to day? for we 


perceive in Melchiſedeck, Heb. VII. that our Lord 


is no created man in Adam; that he received nothing 
from the eſſence of a finner; that he came down from 
Heaven to ſave us from fin and curſe by his own 
blood; that he took part of our fleſh and blood by a 
changing of his own eſſence. There is a demonſtra- 
tion of this changing in the univerſal changing, aſſert- 


ed, 1 Cor. XV. on the fide of our great Apoſtle, who 


differences Adam and Chrift, as to eſſence, form, pro- 
perties and dwelling- place. John, the baptiſt, point- 


ing to Jeſus, teſtified, what was believed, to wit, 


that ſeſus, who came after him, as the Son of David, 
has been begotten before him, as the own Son of God, 
who was with Adam and Eve in the Garden, as a 
heavenly man by a ſudden changing of his {ſpiritual 


The Apoſtles made uſe of ſuch words as were agree- 


able to their true notions, concerning Chriſt, and they 
wanted no book in folio, knowing nothing of the two 


natures, their.union and the imparting of the proper- 


ties. Plain words of the Scripture are oppoſed to meer 


probabilities, and the ſpirit of Plato wanted no chang- 


ing in Chriſt, but the former Body of the Earth in 
Har EE 20K = 


To 
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| To come cloſe to the point: Is. Jeſus the own 150 


only Son of God? We believe it, according to the 
record of three witneſſes in earth, which is confirmed 
on the ſide of the three witneſſes in heaven. 1 John V. 
Who would God make a lyar, when he teſtifies Jeſus 


to be his beloved Son? T hough we had not received 


a greater light, as to this great myſtery: yet our faith 


in Abraham would give glory to God, and ſubſoribe 


to what the Lord has teſtified of himſelf. John VIII. 
When the heavenly Son of David was promiſed to 
Mary, was there any thing mentioned, but the holy 
thing, the Son of God, who by the frength of the 
Holy Ghoſt, changed himſelf into a timely child? 
We are not offended at this heavenly Manna, and we 
know, that this Child is the Lord, that came down 


from and aſcended up into Heaven. John VI. Unto 
this pre- exiſtent Lord the moſt high God has ſubordi- 


nated the Holy Ghoſt, by whom he has done the 
will of his Father, in the quality of his Embaſſa- 


dor, that came to reconcile by himſelf, and to o give us 


immortality, as to Soul. | 

As in the firſt century, ſo in our age none knows 
the Father but the Son, and as the Son reveals his 
Father, fo, the Father reveals his Son, in caſe we deny 


our own and in Adam erroncous notions, that are in- 


conſiſtent with the Scripture, which in the days of 
fleſh Heb. V. 7. confutes the eternity of fleſh, oppo- 
ſed to our Saws + in Chriſt. John XVII 4. g. Phil. 
III. 20. 21. 2 Cor. III. IV. 1--6- 

IV. © "oh beſides the numerous texts, that ex- 


= preſſiy declaxe to this purpoſe, that Chriſt is the ſe- 
cond Adam and the Lord from Heaven, in oppoſition | 


to the firſt Adam, who was of the Earth, earthly, 


the whole tenor of the ſacred Scriptures do not con- 
firm, that our Lord Jeſus is the own Son, whom God, 


his Father has begotten before all angels and men 
as the firſt angel, Col. I. in a ſpiritual body, that in 
the ſecond 3 became an earthly body, to be 

> change 


to 
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Changed in the third generation into the former aud 


glorious body. Phil ii. 5-11, According to this three 
fold generation, our Lord Jeſus is no created man. in 


© Adam, no Son of David in a proper ſenſe, like So- 
lomon, but the Lord and God of David, the Father and 
Creator of Joſeph and Mary. For Jefus is the Elſhad- 
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6. Gen. i. 3. So that Joſeph and Mary are no other-, 
wiſe his parents than is conſiſtent with his property of 
changing, which he evidenced by ſo many appariti- 
ons, before and after the deluge, whereby he made 


| manifeſt himſelf to the Saints, as their only king, high 
Prieſt and prophet, „ 


Though ind Jons and ignorant iexchrs take our 
Lord to be a finner and curſe; he was no otherwiſe 


fo, than he was treated as ſuch by them, in the days 


of his fleſh. He was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled 
in the ſight of God, his Father, and of all underſtand- © 
ers of the great myſtery of his eternal Godhead, when 


he was a ſinner and curſed, in his ſufferings, before 


the eyes of ignorant men. | 


V. Whether, or not, the doctrine of the twe natures 


in Chriſt is inconſiſtent with right reaſon, which teach- 


es, that Peter is to be differenced from Paul, as one 
individuum from the other? How could the preexiſt- 
ent Son of God loſe his perſonality, without a chang- 
ing in his incarnation : and is it proved by the Scrip- 


ture, that he remained a ſpirit, and became a man by 


taking on him a created man, or, as they ſay, a hu- 
man nature, unto the taking away of the perſonalit; 


of the preexiſtent Son? We perceive a gingle of 
1 words, an unintelligible myſtery, a bitter fruit of a 


deceiving philoſophy. Col. ii. 8. Try 

This Jeſus is the viſible God of Abraham and Ha- 
gar, the God, whom Zipporah touched, and with 
whom Jacob wreſtled. He was the ſame with t15 
| „ 1 diſciples, 


fa 
diſci les, 7. John i i. 1-3, and by word and ſpirit he 
1 511010 to the eyes of our underſtanding. There is 


| 5 two-fold perſon i in our bleffed Lord and Saviour, 


TJefus Chriſt, with whom we are united in a perfect 


faith as members of the body, whereof he is the only 


Head. For we are taken. from the wild olive-tree, 
and ingrafted by word and ſpirit into our Lord, the 
true and heavenly vine, the refiner, that ſeparated 


our droffes in Adam, and brought about a gliftering : and 
fine gold and. ſilver. Mal. ii. 1.-6. Jer. Fit. 27. 30. | 


xXiii. 28. 29. 


VI. Whether it is not a degrading of the perſecti- 


ons of our Lord to take him to be a created man, and 


not to know him to be a heavenly king, that was be- 
fore David and Abraham, who were his worthippers ; 


atid whether we could worfhip him, without the con- 
viction of His eternal Godhead, feeing that the created 


and holy 1. far ſuperior to men, are not willing 
to accept 


two fold: bleffng After chat the ſpirit of Plato had 


added a created man to the Son of God, t ay infer- 
0. 


enced, that Mary, Joſeph, the Apoftles and ſo many 


more Saints, could be worſhipped, even in images; 
and this was the ground of id latry in the N of  »j 
God. = 


The ſecond Propuſti on. 


Concerning the three \Witneffes in Heaven, the F 2— 


ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt. © 
I. Whether the polytheifm and tritheiſm be cankit- 
ent with the unity of the Godhead of rhe Father ? 
1 Cor. viii. 4-6. Gal. itt, 20. Paul teaches, a plu- 
rality of Gods in Heaven and in Earth: and how are 
theſe Gods to be differenced one from the other * 


eng the created and holy angels, we perceive 
that, as to the power, they received, they are called 
ys are Gods, if _ be compared to Satan, the Gt WM 

| of Be 


our worfhip, which we owe to God in 
Chriſt, Ie perſonal 1 — of God, that appeared of 
old to Mofes, the 1 of God in him, unto z 
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_ againſt God 


xiit. xvii ix. Pſal. ii. cx. All theſe gods in Hya- 


ers todo, not their own will, 


the fight of the three heavenly Lords, according to 
| what | is commanded in' the holy Scriptures, 


reſpect. to their. dignities, 
which, Gabriel, an archangel, is greater than others, 


neſs. _ x. 30-39. xiv. 28. 
D 


tn). 


of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4. * 1 men in 


earth as bear the ſword, and are ordained of God. 


for the benefit of their 1ubjets. Rom. Xlit; r -7. 


"Theſe Gods, in earth are no Gods, when they fight f 
and Chriſt, ſeeing then they ſhall; die: 
like any. other wicked man, and fall 


4-4 4 


ike one; of, 
the princes, like the eighth. king, that i is the 

rophet. Pſal. Ixxxli. 6-7. 2 Thefl. ii, 34. Rev. 
ven and in Earth, are no gods, if they be com- 
pared. to the three r Gods in heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, unto whom they 
are ſubordinated, ſeeing the ordained theſe pow- 
but what is good in 


ny 


As we ought. to difference the holy Angels, with 


Col. i. 16. according ta 


that are ſubordinated: Luke ji.-26--38. Dan. is. 21, 
x. 20, 21. Xi. I. ſo we cannot but difference the 
three heavenly. Lords of Lords, the Father from 


the Son, the Father and the Son from the Holy 


Ghoſt. For according to the Scripture, the Father 
is the Moſt High God, with regard to his pre-emi- 
nence, as to all divine attributes, and this pre- 
eminence, implies the unity of his Godhead. - So 


far we are Unitarians indeed. This unity of the 
godhead of the Father, is not inconſiſtent with the 


eternal godhead of the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


I ſeeing, as ambaſſadors of the only God, he Father, 
they are ſubordinated. Iſa. xlviii. 16. 


The Jews perceived that our Lord Jeſus, with 
the word, I and my Father are one thing, made him- 


ſelf an eternal God; but they were not willing to 


perceive, how the Son differenced himſelf from his 
Father, with reſpect to eſſence, mm and 3 


> f. Whether 
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II. W hether we ought to underftand the myt ſtery 


of the Father and the Son, or whether, as the old 
liar ſaid, the Hell is built for thoſe who are ſearch- 


ers after i its underſtanding? Our great apoſtle Paul 
has inculcated the underftanding of this myſtery, 


Col. ii. 1-4. that is no more concealed, but reveal- 


ed to the faints, by word and ſpirit, according to 


the Creed of the Nazarenes. 


The true knowledge of the Son of God in his 


changing, implies -that of the Father, ſeeing there 
15 an undeniable difference, as to eſſence; form, 


and properties, Unto a myſtery of 1gnorance, we 


oppoſe à revealed, an intelligible, a demopſtra- 
rive myſtery, without which, the Scripture was a 
ſealed book, in the moſt ren truths, _— 


3 the ſects. Tia. xAiNX . 
III. Why the old liar, in many copies, has taken | 
away the three witneſſes in Heaven, and put the 


three witneſſes in earth after the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt ? On one ſide, he intended to 
beget falſe unitarians, that detited the Godhead of 


the Son and the Holy Ghoſt ; and on the other he 


aimed at the myſtery of ignorance, according to 
which it was believed hitherto, that without blaſ- 


phemy, it cannot be ſaid, that the Father is a God, 
The: Son a God, and the Holy Ghoſt a God, and 
that conſequently there are three eterna Gods; ac- 
cording to the three witneſſes in earth, Moſes, a 
man; John the Baptiſt, a man; and Aaron, a man. 


You ſee here three men, ant ſervants, of three 


Gods and three Lords. 1 John v. 6-8. As the three 


witneſſes in earth are unto one thing, unto the ſer- 


vice of the three heavenly Lords, who did ſend. 


theſe ſervants : 1 Cor. ili. 5-9. ſo the three heavenly 


Lords are one thing, and if you enquire what they 
could be, the whole tenor of the Scripture will 


teach you, that in their name TJEHOVAH, they 


are eternal Gods. As the — could not 
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frame to pronounce right the word, Shibboleth : 
Judg. xii. 4-6. ſo there are Chriſtians, that accord- 


ing to the Scripture, cannot ſay : The word, Jeſus, 
was a God, who was with God, his e in Hea- 
ven. John i. 1. 


Tue third prope tion. 

Cn our vanity in the firſt Adam, and our 

immortality 1n Chritt, the ſend: and heavenly 
man. 

I. Whether the arguments of Etipture and right 

reafon, contained in the firſt epiſtle of peace and 

war in Chriſt, imply a jargon unworthy of an 


_ anſwer, or whether they are convincing ; ſo that 
2 cunning filence is preferable? As to an univer- 


fal vanity, in Adam, the finuer, Voltaire and his 
diſciples are on the fide of my friend, who furely 


were offended at ſo many fooliſh errors amongſt 
the ſets. Let ſuch Deiſts as are ſenfible, but no 
brutiſh men, know what is God in Chriſt, and that 


the Bible is a quite different book than it was re- 


preſented to them among the ſes; and let us ſee 


then, whether the laſt will not be the fr... 
II. Whether the breathing into the noftrils of a 
dead man, points to an immortal ſpirit, that could 


live without an organized body, or to a vapour, that 


appears for a little time, and then vaniſhes away ? 
Gen. ii. 7. James iv. 14. We ſee here two men, 
one of the earth, and the other, our Lord, that 
deſcended from Heaven, I Cor. xv. by whom, the 
perfonal image of his Father, this earthly man, a 
duſt, was created. John i. 1. 4. 10. 14. The 


breathing on, John xx. 22. was a fign of the will 


of God, a command to be executed on the fide of 
the Holy Ghoſt, by whom the heavenly man has 


given a two fold life to our father of the earth, that 


was created as a dead body, and without the gar- 
den, ſeeing our Lord hath foreſeen hs Cranſgreſſion, 
9 he returned unto duſt. 


1 Whether 


. FE 30 
III. Whether Plato and his diſciples,: the Phari- 


ſees, Or. Solomon, a wiſe king, knew better, what 
men are in Adam the finner ? Ecclef, iii. 38-2 2. 


This eſſential immortality in Adam, the ſinner, is 


quite inconfiſtent with the Scripture and right rea- 
fon, and the firſt lie of Satꝭn, whereby the Scrip- 


ture in its moſt important truths, became a ſealed. 
book. Immortality belongs eminently to the moſt 


high God, 1 Tim. vi. 18, 16. who was working in 
Chriſt and by his ſpirit, the immortality of the firſt 
earthly man, bith. before and after hs * 
fion. 

AV. Wh as ka Hens . 2. twofold 
death in Adam, the finner, . and whether the firſt 
depth ſheuld "glorify. God's, ſtrength, according to 
which. ſuch men are gulskennd, AS were. Nv more 
in being? Rev. xvil. 8. 10155 
V. Whether to a cwafold death in 3 the 


finner, a twofold reſurrection. is to beſoppoſed; one 
as to ſoul, and the other, as: to body, Rev xx. and © 
whether, according to che whole tenor of the Scrip-— 
ture, the immortality as to foul, belongs only to 


thoſe, that die in the Lord by a perfect fifth * 
VI. Why Satan and his angels, who, according 
to the Scriptures, | are working in and amongſt men, 


were ſent into the Hell before the laſt day of an 


univerſal judgment, and whether they ſhould not go 


there in Company: with. the Jouls W the, —_— 


bates? 7 
VII. Whether it be poſſible for - a ante; that is 


ignorant of what he himſelf_is, in Adam; the fin- 


her, to know what are ſpirits and ifviſible beings? 
Such men as took themſelves. to be immortal ſpirits, 


that could live and work, with. and without a body, 
took God to be a ſimple, or infinitely little being, tf 
which implies a blaſphemy; and madneſs not to be 
met with amofig ſenſible gentiles, when Paul was a 
f preacher at Athens. Acts xvii. Such is the progreſs 
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made on the ade of our modern philoſophers. Deut. 


xxviii. 28. i 
As to all chil prints __ antioha of our holy te- 


ſtimony, I ſhall refer you to the holy Bible; for we 


hold all things according to the moſt true ſenſe there- 


of. As to our preſent and ſecundary rule, F refer you 
to my friend's Creed of the Nazarenes, which, I 
hope will convince you, that the Apoſtle's faith and 


doctrines are reſtored to us indeed and in truth. This 
Creed, unto which we give the preference before the 


Creeds of Nice and Rome, will inform you, that we 


are none of the irreligious ſects, that have appeared 
ſince the end of the firſt Century, but that according 
to what is foretold in the Seripture, we are for peace 

and hos. of the hearts in Chriſt by word 26 r 


Som ſmall 0 on Popery, Se. 
Error commonly ſpeaks moſt, and a fool's lips are 


never at Peace, and of makiug many books there is 
bo end. It has been the opinion of the wiſeſt of 
} men, that the greateſt truths are beſt explained by a 
few, clear and ſimple arguments, and it is to be feared,” 
that men's pride led them more to become great au- 
thors than good ones, which is the great cauſe of the 
numerous, needleſs volumes in the world. | 
Writing on any fcience may fitly be compared to 
building. Every author ought to be particularly care- 


ful, that he lays a true foundation, that his work ma y 
fand, and that he ſuffer no loſs. 1 Cor. iii. 13. The 


foundation of Popery is the ſucceſſion and infallibi- 


Fir of the Popes, fiom the particular order and ap- 
pointment of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Jefus 
Chriſt; to Peter, who was the firſt biſhop ar Rome, 


"i ſuppoſed. Thus they pervert the words, Mat. xvi. 


18-19. againſt the true ſenſe contained in the Creed 


of the Nazarenes. For Peter, in and with his con- 


feſſion, that ſeſus is Chriſt, the ſon of the living 
Sod, and à God, by 3 all things 1 were created, 


* As 


F 


132.1 


was one of the twelve ſecundary rocks. Rev. xx. 14 


Eph. ii. 20. 1 Pet. ii. 3-10. that by word and ſpirit, 
were built upon the only rock, or the chief corner 
ſtone, Jeſus Chriſt. 


How can the Pope be a ſucceſſor of Peter, — 


it is evidenced by Scripture, that in his wrong no- 
tions concerning Jeſus, our Lord, he laid another 


Foundation? How can the Pope be a ſucceſſor of 


Peter, when it is clearly proved by the Scripture, 

that in another Jeſus he preaches another goſpel ? 
1 Cor. xv. How is it poffible, that the Pope could 
poſſibly be a ſucceſſor of Peter, when it is evident, 
that he received not the keys of heaven; that he can- 


not bind like Peter and Paul; Acts v. 1-11. xiii. 
5-12. that he cannot looſe by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
in a wondrous taking away, the wondrous puniſhments, 
inflicted on the tide of the Lord of Glory? 1 Cor. v. 


1-8. 2 Cor. ii. 5-11. vii. 8-12. xiii. 10. John xx. 
22, 23. Thele keys as to their true ſenſe, are given 


in peter, to ſuch ſervants of God, as lay the very 
fame foundation with Peter, in reſpect to Jeſus Chritt. 
Rev. xi. xii. A new Babylon is built upon a falſe 


ſenſe, put upon the words of our Lord, and carnally 
minded teachers were therein for their own autho- 


rity, for a power, which deſpiſed the kings and lords 
in earth; which ſubdued conſcience and right reaſon 
to fancies and dreams of falſe prophets. 
Rome could perſuade the whole world, that all are 
damned, that do not yield allegiance to her orthodox 
taith and principles, as ſhe calls them, ſeeing they 


are directly oppoſite to the Scriptures, in the tight ” 232 
every wife and ſenſible man. What a partial being 


would they make of the divine majeſty of Heaven, 
if they could prove, that he intruſts all the glorious 
myſteries of his kingdom with a meer man, and of- 
ten ſuch a man, that there are many men in the low- 

eſt ſtations of liſe, who far exceed him in every 


part of right reaſon, true wiſdom, and real — of 
| i e, 
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an 


iſe, and converſation. Such ridiculous popery; ſuch 
intolerable pride and ſtupidity, ſuch deſpiſable, un- 
reaſonable, extravagant, folly, thame and vanity, and 
fo great indignity, done to the moſt high God, and 
his own and only Son, our Lord, ſeſus Chritt ought 
to be deſpiſed as the moſt wicked abominations, by all 
truly religious and all rational men; and all writers 
againſt thcle abominations ought in the firſt place to 
have profoundly confidered, and have laid Jeſus 
-Chriſt, as the only rock, 1 Tim. III. 14-16. in his eter- 
nal Godhead, on which the only God, his father, will 
build his glorious Church, which ſhall be as mount 
Sion, that can never be "moved by all the powers. 
of hell. It is on the true and Kal. 
diſcovery of this divine and heavenly rock and tower, 
this only true foundation, cut out of the mountain, in 


the hearts of all Cheidtians; can be their ſalvation, which 


15 diametrically oppoſite to the traditions of antichrif- 


tian Rome, who would vainly eſtabliſh Peter for this 


rock, who was only honoured by the Father with the 
_ firſt confeſſion amongſt the apoſtles, who had revealed 


to Peter the eternal godhead and pre-exiſtence of onr 


Lord Jeſus, that came after John, the Baptiſt, with re- 
gard to his ſecond generation, and was begotten be- 


fore him, as to his firſt generation: for according 
to ſo many apparitions, teſtified in the writings of 


Moſes, Jeſus was in being before his ſervant John. 


John I. 16, 27, 30, 34. 


We perceive, what we believe Ty c with 
peter and Paul, that Jeſus is the own Son of God, 
no created man in Adam, but the firſt begotten of the 
Father, the firſt angel, the perſonal image of God; 


the firſt-born of every creature, by whom God was 


| pleaſed to create a two-fold world, angels and men. 
Col. I. Heb. I. This knowledge and Revelation of 


the Son of Gol, given by word and ſpirit to all the 
faithful diſciples, 'P Cor. XII. 3. is the very founda- 
1 RES tion 


knowledge and 


. 


fioti of all our happineſs, and of every divine gift and 


grace, which we ſhall receive, either in this life, r 


in that to come. Rom. X. 317. Gal. III. 1---5. 


This Jeſus of Nazareth is the Son of God, who came 


into our world, not in the equality, but in the likeneſs 
of the finners in Adam, for to take away our fins 


by the facrifice of the body of his fleſh : for in him 


the impoſſibility of the law of our own works is 
' weakened through his own body, wherein he was ſeen 
and touched yeſterday ; and his law of liberty is the 


hw of God, that by his Spirit was fulfilled under 
Moſes, as unrefotmed, and after his reſurrection, as 


reformed, unto a twofold refurreRion, unto the en- 


trance into his heavenly reft. Rom. VIII. t---11. It 


was impoſſible for any of our Divines to lay a com- 


plete foundation, ſo as to overthrow Popery, without 
the true knowledge of our Lord in his changing, who 


is now our glorious, pre-exiſtent and heavenly King, 


Prieſt, and Prophet; who is continually writing his 


divine laws in our hearts by his Spirit; who by his 


written word does inftruct and lead us into all truth. J 
defy the Pope and his pillars to prove from any one 
text of Scripture his authority; but I dare venture to 
engage to prove him to be the very whore, the beaſt, 


that ſpeaks as the dragon, one of the heads of the 


beaſt, that riſes up out of the ſea, in the quality of the 
eighth king, and the falſe prophet, mentioned in the 
Revelation of our Lord. I fully believe, that the Al- 
_ will ſhortly bring his promiſed judgements 
upon Rome, and reward her, according to alt her 


abominations : for the received teſtimony will give. 


the greateſt blow to the Pope's ſuperſtition and idola- 
try, and is the only means to convert the Jews ; ſeeing 
they can be convinced by the writings of Moſes and 
the Prophets, that ſeſus of Nazareth is the viſible and 


glorious God of their fathers, the angel of their cove- 


nant, the heavenly man of David. In this fſecon{ 
„ _ ſtrete h- 
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trete hing forth of the hand of God and Chriſt, Ifrael 


will come ſucceſſively, together with thoſe that 
were foreſeen amongſt the Chriftians and Gentiles, 
Ha, Al. How. Ab. -- 

As to Deiſm, I ſay, that many ſenſible and ka 
men were oftended at ſo many errors amongſt the 


_ Chriſtians, that are inconſiſtent with the Scriptures 
and right reaſon. As offended, they took a great 


deal of pains to find every where, and chiefly in the 
Scripture, ſuch reaſons as could ſtrengthen their infi- 


delity. If they would have taken the tenth Part of 
trouble, as ſearchers after truth by Scripture and 

Reaſon, they would have been enabled to find out, 
what my friend in other writings to be publiſhed, in- 


tends to impart, to wit, that there are but ſeeming 
contradictions in the Scripture, and that it pleaſed 


God in Chriſt to confound in divers manners ſuch men 


as are wiſe of themſelves. 1 Cor. I. II. It was a great 
weakneſs on the fide of ſo many learned men, not to 


examine opinions, according to a two-fold book, and 
a two-fold rule of our knowledge. There is a general 
| Revelation given by the means of right Reaſon in the 


works of in this viſible world. Iſaac, Job, and 


David have\ſtudied this book, which rendered worrhy 
of the particular Revelation, contained in the Scrip- 
| tures, the wiſe men, that came to worthip our Lord, 
the firſt diſciples at Philippi, and Dionyſus, the Areo- 
pagite at Athens, who was nat willing to be blind 


with the owls at noon-day. The great error of our 


modern philoſophers, concerning our world, they took 


to be perfect of itſelf, and without uninterrupted Ope- 
rations of the only Gad (who was working therein by 
our Lord and his Spirit, ever ſince the firſt light has 


been created) did hide the ſace of God from the eyes 


of human underſtanding: and who can fear God in the 
duties toward God and the Neighbour, without 


2 conviction, that there is a moſt high God, and of 
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What he is, as to reward and puniſhment ? Our phi- 
loſophers did look for their own wiſdom in this vitible 
world, not for the wiſdom of God therein, accordin 


to which God has created ſuch a world as could be 4 
very fit inſtrument in his hand to manifeſt in all ages 


his divine attributes by his precious gift of right rea- 
ſon. 


with reſpect to that of the Scripture, and in Chriſt, 


our Lord, whoſe miracles, foreknowledge, wiſdom, 
holineſs, righteouſneſs, mercy, thew forth the pro- 


perties of God, his Father. Rom. i. 2 Cor. iv. 3---6 
Shew me an Atheitt, and I ſee the greateſt fool, like 
Spinoza, whoſe Metaphyſic ks could not but corrupt 
his mind, and whom God had ſmitten with madneſs, 
according to the curſe of Moſes, that in his witneſs, 
concerning the creation of this world, is no barbarian, 
but a wiſe man, who teſtified of what he did learn in 
Horeb at the feet of our only Prophet, Chriſt, by 
whom this world was created. My thoughts are not 
pour thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, ſays 
the Lord. Iſa. lv. 8. 


Is it not a folly to judge of a ſcience, before it is 
well underſtood, and how can a Deiſt be a judge, as 


to the Bible, before he did learn, what is needful to 
this effect? I ſay therefore, that your moſt learned 
men were great idiots, as to the true ſenſe of the 
Scriptures, and that, as to the cauſes of their infideli- 
ty, the luſts and defires in Adam endeavoured to hide 


from right reaſon the inviſible judge of crimes and 


fins. A Deiſt is not like Cicero, a ſenſible man, who 
took a delight in the error of his Platonic man, ſee- 
ing he was for a comfort, when, after the troubles of 
this life, he would die, as to bedy. I am ſure, that, 
if Cicero had known, what can be learnt in our age, 
he would have given glory to God in Chriſt, 
As to brutiſh men amongſt the deifts, there is no 
Hope of convertion, aud as to ſuch deiſts as are able 
and 


This titration of God's exiſtence is imperfect, | 


pl ds cok Sos a. _ 


| [ 37-] 
and defirous to enquire after the truth of God in —_ 
they will learn, what will be farther publithed, 1 
order to conv:ace them, that there is no wiſdom i 1 
the world, that could be compared to the witdom, 
which God revealed in Chriſt. No atheiſt is tolerated 
amongſt the chriſtians, fince he is under the curſe of 
Moles, as a blaſphemer, to be ſtoned. This is the 
reaſon, for which to many atheiſts call themſelves de- 
iſts, who generally are not far from atheiſm, ſeein 
rhey, that deny the Son, deny the Father alſo. 1 John 
li. 22-=-24. Remember this, unto your convertion. 
As the Apoſtle exhorts every perſon to be ready 
to give a firm reaſon for the faith and hope, that is 
in them, it is abſolutely neceſſary ſor me to do it, 
ſeeing 1 cannot, out of true confcientious dut and 
obedience to my ſovereign inftructor, Jetus Chriſt, 
but object againſt many things, which: are received 
for goſpel-truths amongſt the numerous denominations 


of religion in this kingdom. Theſe objections are 


partly contained herein and in the books, I have refer- 
ed to. 

In my firſt awakening to religion and the defire to 
know the true knowledge of God in Chriſt, I was 
greatly perplexed in my mind, and it put a great ſtag- 
nation to my ſerious defires, when ſaw ſo many ſyſ- 
tems of religion, ſo very different from each other, 

equally claiming truth and the Scriptures on their 
fide. From due reflections on all ſides, I was led 
rather to think, that none of them could be right in 
all points, becauſe their chief difference was only 
about doctrines and outward modes, or forms, but, 

as for true charity and real labouring to help one ano- 
ther, I ſaw but very little of it amongſt any, but covet- 
ouſneſs and worldly mindedneſs amongſt almott all, 

John xiii. 34. So that, had it not been for ſomething 
ſecretly working within me, I thould naturally have 
been a deiſt. 


But 
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But God, in bis unfathomable goodneſs, had fo 
convinced me by his truth, that I ſaw, there was a 
| glorious Revelation of :nfallible truths at the bottom 
Sf all the vain outward tra ditions of the Sets, and 


which, for their diſobedience, they have loft, and 


got only a falſe thadow ; ſo I purpoſed in my mind to 
try all things, and to hold faſt that was good, for 
which I have been deſpiſed, as a by-word, and a 
laughing ſtock amongſt many, who think they ſtand 


firm: but I fay unto you, ye ſhall fall by the 
- truths both of the book of Scri O and that of Na- 
ture. 

All Sects hold more firmly to their ſyſtematical 


doctrines, eſtabliſhed by Luther, Calvin, Barclay, 


&c. than they do to the facred Scriptures of truth; 
and this I prove by their deciding all controverſies 


by them, and making them their rule and ſtandard, 


bringing over the Scriptures to prove their abſurdities. 


Contrary to this, I believe the Scriptures are ſufficient 
in the hands of the divine Spirit, to teach men all ne- 


ceſſary and uſeful truths, and we need not have the 
doctrines of men to underſtand them: for, being now 


underſtanders of the myſtery of the Father and the 
Son, Col. II. 1-4. the Scriptures are beſt to be un- 
derſtood by comparing the New Teſtament with the 

Old, ſeeking the Analogy of faith by the anſwering 


of Scripture with Scripture, 2 Lim. III. 13---17. 


2 Pet. I. 16---21. I am perſuaded, I could make it 
appear to a demonſtration, that it might have been 


better for the Chriſtian world, if there had never been 


2 book printed about religion, ſince the ſecond or 


third century ; and if there had been faithful copies 
delivered unto us of all the genuine writings of the 


firſt century, Chriſtians would have been many de- 


grees witer, than they are now, with all their in- 


numerable volumes of antichriſtian doctrines. The 


grand error of all Sects is _ they have taken their 


firſt 
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frſt light to be the infallible truth, and eſcabli ſhed 


it as ſuch : ſo that, according to this maxim, that is 


inconſiſtent with a perpetual increaſe in Chriſt, as 
to underſtanding, with an uninterrupted reformation, 


according. to the practice of the primitive church, it 


was 1mpoſlible for them to raife any higher, or attain | 


a more divine knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 
All ſuch ſyſtems as theſe become immediately Anti- 
chriſtian, becauſe they are ſet up in the place of the 
Scriptures, and they will allow the Scriptures to con- 


tain no more principal truths, than what is contained 
in their ſecondary rules. 


We cannot commit a greater fin, than to ſet up any 
writings, as a ſtandard of truth, as moſt Sects do, par- 


tieularly Barclay's Apology, Myfticks &c. for the 


beſt writings, and moſt agreeable to truth, ought no 


more to be compared to the Holy Bible, than Stars 


in a dark night are to be compared with the ſun in a 


clear day. The ſtars are ſomething like the ſun, and 
are very uſeful in preventing men from running into 
pits, marſhes and bogs, in a dark night, till the ſun 
riſe: ſo able interpreters of the Scriptures, in theit 
fecundary rules, are very uſeful to fave and deliver 


people from running into the marthes and bogs of 


| Sets, that ſo often entangle and impair the ſoul's 


progreſs towards everlaſting ha ppineſs, till the ſun of 
tighteouſneſs ariſe, and give us a complete knowledge 


of the Sctiptures. When we have attained that know-. 


fedge, all other writings will appear of ſmall uſe in 


compariſon of theſe expreſs words of the Holy Ghoſt, 
How widely has Robert Barclay erred in his incom- 


parable and inconfutable apology, as it is believed by 
the friends : but I believe the Almighty will make it 


appear, that moſt of the propoſitions therein are 
grounded on a falſe knowledge of the holy Scripture: 
Is he a Chriſtian that believes no reſurrection, as to 


body i and is he a Sadduce, that has hope in this life 


only? 1 Cor. xv. 8 1 explain this chapter or 
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confute what 1 have written and referred to, and 3 
will acknowledge them to be my friends, but if other- 


wiſe, I muſt tell thoſe called Quakers, that their reſt 


is polluted: they muſt go a ftep higher, before they 
can ſee the bride, the Lamb's wife, in her royal come- 


lineſs, and coftly apparel. 


I know they will take this for a bad ſpirit, ine an- 


tichriſtian ſtupidity, becauſe I am not ignorant, that 


they fully believe themſelves to be as much the true 


church of Chrift under the Goſpel, as the Jews were 


under the Law, which I cannot believe now, though 


I pray the Lord always to keep me from deſpiſing, 
what is good in any Sect. For I muſt own with them, 


that all and every degree of true Goſpel religion muſt _ 
be performed under the immediate and perpetual ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God in our hearts, or, in the 


Apoſtle's words, the children of God are led by the 


ſpirit of God, and if any man have not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his. But that God ever led a 
man into all truth, without the Scriptures, or that he 
leads any man, Contrary to the true tenor and mean- 


ing of the Bible, or, that the Bible 1s not a true touch- 


ſtone to try all ſpirits, doctrines and actions by, and 
the primary rule of faith and manners, is a philoſophy, 
that I am aſſured, Robert Barclay had not from the 

ſpirit of God, nor the Scriptures : for in the firſt place, 
the whole tenor and deſign of the Scriptures is to in- 


form us of the perfect will of God, yea, it is a per- 


fect plan and rule of that glorious church, which : 


God will build out of the race of the firſt adam. by 


leſus Chritt, the ſecond and heavenly man, and 0 
ſuppoſe, that God hath nor given us a complete plan, 


or rule to work by, when he, by his ſpirit, calls us, 
to work in his temple, church, or building, is to have 


worſe thought of God, than we can ſuppoſe of men, : 
who mult be very unreaſonable to require men to work 
to pleaſe them, without a true rule or pattern. You 


teaſon, that if a thing be true, that which it proceed- 
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of life and liberty, quickens ſuch men as 
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ed fin in more true; and ſo we ſhould not take the 


Spirit for our guide and rule both. If you can tel! 
me of a perſon, that is arrived at the perfect knowledge 
of God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


will hold this axiom to be true with him. But as we 
find the moſt eminent favourites of heaven have miſſed 
their. way, and finned againſt the truth, let me be 


ever careful to try my ſpirit by the holy Scriptures, 
as a true touchſtone, ſhun the rocks, that many have 
ſplit againſt, and ſtrictly follow the example of thoſe 


that have walked in the footſteps of our Lord and Sa- 


Vviour, who faid, he did not bear witneſs of himfelf. 
Therefore fuch witneſſes are not guided by the Spi- 


rit of truth, as do not try. themſelves by the ho- 
ly writs, which came from God, by the Revelation of 

he Holy Ghoft, to the divinely inſtructed Prophets 
and Apoſtles, that bear a true teſtimony in their 


writings, which, if we do not follow, according to 


the will of our only Shepherd, Chriſt, 1 Cor. XIV. 
32. Cod will certainly ſend us a ſtrong deluſion, 


that we believe a lie; as it is too evident, the greateſt 
8 of the world do: for ſlighting the Scriptures has 
deen one of the great cauſes of all the deluſions in the 
world, e N . | 
No, fay ſome ; but it is lighting the Holy Spirit: 


for it is the Spirit that quickens, the letter kills. 
2 Cor. III. I anfwer, that according to the true 


| ſenſe of theſe words, Chriſt, who is no more in the 
' weakneſs of his fleth, but a ſtrong Spirit, by the Spi- 


rit of God, as by many other means, fo * law 
fore by 


their tranſgreſſions were curſed under the law of 
Moſes, who is a preacher of a two-fold death to 
as many as are not in Chriſt by a perfect faith. This 
ſenſe was unknown to your Barclay, who without 
a foregoing coherency of revealed truths, could nat 
but wreſt ſo many Scripture-paſſages. Paul has 
+ 2 * | con- 
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confuted your prepoſterous order, 'as affirming, tha 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God; Rom. X. 1). that we receive the Spirit 
by che hearing of faith. Gal. III. 3, 3. Peter being 
E did preach what he knew by Word and Spirit; 
Cornelius believed the words of God in the mouth 
of a falthful preacher, and by faith the Holy Ghoſt 
fell on Cornelius. Acts X. If you can prove theſe 
two things, firſt, that any man can have the true 
knowledge of the Scriptures, without having the 
Spirit of God, 1 Cor. II. or, that ever any man 
attained to the true knowledge of God and Chriſt, 
without the Scriptures, John V. 39---47. VI. 45. 
1 Cor. XII. 3. then I. will hold with you. Barclay 
is our dumb Pope, and our heavenly Zerubbabel. 
Jeſus, intends by Word and Spirit in the hearts f 
his diſciples, to overthrow the infallibility both of 
the Pope of Rome and of the Ipcemng and dumb | 
Popes among the Proteſtants. | 

We, Nazarenes, are not for mincing the truths of 
God in the holy Scriptures, but to honour and obey 
them all, according to an entire coherence. To this 
end we take the Scriptures for our infallible rule, and 
the Holy Ghoſt for our infallible guide, to lead us 
thereby into all truth and out of all error. We ſhould 
honour the Scriptures, as a true revelation of God, 
which points us to the ſpirit, who indicted them, to 
lead us to the true knowledge of the . N of our 
ſalvation in Chriſt. | 

As to morality, 1 ſay, that no gtreachor of * 
Chriſt ſhould lay it, as a foundation, but ſhew, that, 
whoever truly ſeeks and attains to che true Knowledge 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, cannot be deſtitute 
of the higheſt degree of all, what is contained in theſe 
words, wherein Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ſums up the whole 
of religion, to love the Lord our God, with all our 


heart, Soul and Spirit, and our neighbours, as our- 
ſelves. | | 


In 
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In ſhort, we are for all the divine and glorious perfec- 
tions to be brought back, that were manifeſt in the 
church of Chriſt in the firſt century, among the Apoſ- 
tles and real Diſciples, both as to knowledge and a 
perfect faith, ſince, when prejudices and errors are 
overcome and e away, the ſame cauſes will al- 
ways produce the ſame effects. It is clear, the cauſe 
of the preſent univerſal darkneſs and ignorance does 


not lie on the fide of our glorious redeemer; who has 


promiſed to be with his church and people always, 
even to the end of the world, by his divine, eternal 
and all powerful Spirit, who is, as it were, his ſecond 
nature, by which he leads and guides them into all 
the truths, contained in the facred Scriptures. For 
it is by word and ſpirit, that we ſhould bring every 
falſe thought into ſubjoction to Jeſus Chriſt. 

We are willing to agree with the Quakers, accord- 
ing to the divinely inſtructed Apoſtle Paul's doctrine, 
that every true child of God mufl be led continually 
by the Pg 

ſpirit of Chrift, he is none of his: but we muſt ob- 
ject againſt ſeveral of their articles, ſeeing they are 
inconfiſtent with the coherency of revealed truths, 
confeffed in the primitive church, which in the be- 
ginning was weak as to the number of diſciples, but 


not, as to wiſdom and knowledge in Chriſt, as to 


what is glorious in our Saviour : for any other Church, 

that came after this, was not to be compared to it, as 
to what is effential in Chriſt. 
Ihe creed of the Nazarenes teaches, that God is 
not willing to be deſpiſed in the ſigns and ſeals of the 
baptiſm and, the ſupper of our Lord. For, though 
we partake of the ſubſtance of them by a perfect faith 
continually, yet they are great helps to ſttengthen 

Our weakneſs in Adam and to give us a fuller aſſurance 


of all the infinite and glorious gifts and benefits, which 


We received by the croſs 2. 7 our heavenly Lord. They 
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pirit of God, and if any man have not the 


t! 


boch give a token tb the heathen world of our pro- 


feflion in Chriſt, and are figns and ſeals to us, that 


God will fulfill all his heavenly promiſes in Jeſus | 
Chriſt, who died for us, that we might live unto him 


in a perfect faith, in order to become his joint-heirs. 
As a man's ſign and ſeal affures us, that he will per- 
form his agreement : ſo with Abraham, who received 


the ſign of circumciſion and that of numbetleſs ſtars, 


we take hold on the figns of our heavenly Abraham, 


either once or three or four times a year, in as folemn 


2 manner as the Jews did eat their paſſover. | 
As I with not to be poſſeſfed of a thought but what 


| tends tothe good of mankind as well as my own hap= 
Pineſs: fo I thould be ſorry to have a word in 4 


writing, that has any other end. For J take a man's 
writing to be as a looking glaſs, wherein we may fee 


his heart, or his thoughts, that ſhould be either en- 


couraged or rejected, according as they are good of 


dad. I fend this out as a ſketch, or as 5 rough pencil- 
ſtrokes of 2 greater work. | | 


If mankind take any notice of - this ſmall and 
dim looking-glaſs, J believe the Almighty will en- 
gage me to give them a more complete one. There 


is nothing more ſought for by the nice and curi- 
\ ous than a good glaſs to dreſs themſelves complete 


by: James I. 21---27. and how much more fhould 
the diſciples of Jeſus Chrift ſearch for the divine 


Jooking-glaſs of the true Goſpel-doctrines, that the 


true knowledge of all the divine perfections, as they 
are revealed in our Lord, may be fully engraven 


upon our heart in ſuch lively and demonſtrative 
characters, as never to be raſed out to all eternity. 


2 Cor. III. x8. The Lord Fefus Chriſt, our viſi- 


ble God of Abraham, be pleaſed to open by his 

word and fpirit the eyes of as wany readers as 
are in the number of his reachable difciples, 
| unto the glory of our moſt high God, his father. 


We 


F 
| We Alike the unſcriptutal word, Trinity, when 
joined with wrong notions, that are inconfiftent with 
| the Scriptures, but _— wiſe we can beat this word, 
0 


ſeeing three divine perſons imply three heavenly 
kings; amongſt whom the pre-eminence belongs 10 
the Father of our lord; Jeſus. Even in earth three 


royal perſons intimate three Kings, that are to be 


dittinguiſhed one from the en r 509; &- as t& 
] power. 


ALMIGHTY Cod. 0 ed 60 them, * 


be in etror, the light of thy Truth, to the intent that 


they may return into the way of righteouſneſs ; 
| prone. unto all them that are admitted ints the fel- | 


owtſhip of Chriſt's Religion, that they may eſchew 
thoſe things that are — e to their profeſſions, 
and follow all ſuch things as are agreeable to the 
fame, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
Saul was rejected from being king, becauſe he did 


not execute the commands of the Lord by the pro- 


phet Samuel, and we ſhall certainly be rejected as 
the jews were, from the truths of God and Chriſt, if 


we do not ſtrictty in every reſpect, follow the com- 


mands of our blefled Lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt 


and his hol 1 prophets and apoſtles, who have fully 
ſt all the great and divine myſteries 


made mani 
of the only God, bis Father, even the glorious and 


dicdden my ſteries of the Father and the Son, hidden 
to the wife and learned of this world, but revea- 
led unto us by the holy Ghoſt, which manifeſts unto 


us the deep things of God. 


I muſt exhort all that read this treatiſe, not to judge | 
o it by any of the doctrines of the Sects: But exa- | 


mine it thoroughly by the Holy Scriptures ; for if they 


do otherwiſe, they will deſpiſe the truth, and die im 


errors and fins. 


I. ſam bold to declare, that I fully believe our Lotd, 
whoſe Name is Jehovah, will ſhattly cauſe the people, 
og Dn — -_ 
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| both "Oi and Genies Chriſtians and Deiſts to for- 
ſake their empty, broken ciſterns, their fooliſh, un- 
ſcriptural, unnatural, and unintelligible jargon, and 
look wholly unto the one only God, as to the fountain 


of life; who fays: Look unto me, all you ends of 


the earth, and be faved ; and again: I will cauſe 
my people to inherit ſubſtance, and I will fill all their 
treaſures. However hard theſe words may be, it 
18 certainly true, that all the falſe doctrinès in this 
day, are founded upon a falſe interpretation of the 


divine Book, the Bible, and that ſooner or later, 


they muſt be forſaken and abhorred by all pious 
Chriſtians: | | 
O God, our Saviews; do thou by thy divine Word 
bring over to us ſuch fit inſtruments to affiſt us in this 
glorious work, as thou knoweſt, ſhall moſt glorify thy 

great name. 
I conclude with theſe queſtions : Is Jeſus Chriſt the 
perſonal word of God, by whom the only God, the 
father, created all things ? John 1. 1---3. Is Jeſus the 
Lord of glory, that deſcended and aſcended yeſter- 
day, that deſcended and aſcended to-day, as the hea- 
venly ſon of David, whoſe ordinary  dwelling-place 
is in Heaven? John iii. 13. Is Jeſus to be oppoſed 
to Adam and to John, the Baptiſt, with reſpe& to 
their being of the earth; and how is he oppoſed to 
them? John III. 30---32. 1 Col. XV. Is it as to the 
Changing of a ſpiritual body, wherein the Lord de- 
ſcended from heaven, that we ought to oppoſe the 
Lord to his ſervants, nnd are the ſervants changed in 
their reſurrection, if the Lord became not a quicken- 
ing ſpirit in his reſurrection, in his former, ſpiritual 
and glorious body ? Is Jefus the viſible God 'of Abra- 
ham, who appeared and diſappeared yeſterday and 
to-day, who was ſeen and touched, who did eat and 
walked from one place to the other? John VIII. Was 
Abraham in being before the Lord, who appointed 
| the 


[47] „ 


ſus, without his being in the 
Father, in the quality of an 


„  eternal&odheid, sould be a giver of eternal life; and 
d. Jeſus laid down, that was given again 
his changing in his reſurrection 


1 Gh XVII. 1286. 7 Whereby were Thomas and the 
1 . re, n 
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| thoſe, that knew him by his Word and Spirit. Let 
p the ſtones cry out! Luke XXIV. 37---40. | 


It is our principle to take 7 all the truths from 
f the Sects, that they may be aſhamed of their own. 
No new Seq, but a foretold union of the hearts 
by word and ſpirit in Chriſt, being intended by 
| , our Society, we may hope, that no lover of truth 
| will diſlike it, and as to ſuch perſons as diſturbed 
hitherto our aſſemblies in the Lord, they betrayed 
their father, the old lyar, who knows, according 

to ſuch a rage, that the time of his great power in 


% 

. 
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II will ſtand upon my watch, and ſet me upos 


* 
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ve. | tower, and will watch, to ſee, what he will fay 


| "OS & pato- me, and what I hall anſwer when I am re- 
F.. proved. And the Loap anſwered me and faid : Write 
tige viſion, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it. For the viſion is yet for an appoint- ' 
ed time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie: 


— 


though it tarry, wait for it, be wil come 
ir will not tarry. Behold, his foul, which is lifted up, 
is not up-right in him: but the juft ſhall hve by 


name, ſaith the LoRD of ho 


7 9 N 
are in, how Jeruſalem” liet Valle, And 5 % 


ibid. line 27. for become, read lain, P. 8 1 


uſe it will furely come, 


his faith, And now, O ye priefts, this command- 


ment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye 


will not lay it to heart, to (mo er 


| no. cur $ 
upon you, and I will curſe F ;: | 
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Then faid ] unto them 2 


thereof Are burnt with fire; come, and let us build 


up the wall tf. Jeruſalem,” that we be no more a re- 


proach. © Then I told them ot the hand of my God, 
8. . 3 as alſo the kings words, 


that He had fpoken unto me. And they faid: Let 


us rife up and build, So they, ſtrengthened their 
hands, for this good work. But when vwan-- 


ballat the Horonjte, and Lobiah the ſervant the 
Aramonite, an  Gethen the Arabian heard it, they | 
laughed: us to icon, and deſpiſed us, and faid : 


What js this thing that. ye do? will ye rebel againſt 


the king? ; Then anſwered 1 them, and faid unto 
them: The God of Heaven, he will proſper us, there- 
fore we his ſervants will riſe and build: but ye 


have no portion, nor right, nor memorial in Jeru- 
ſalem. Neh. II. * 1 „„ 
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ſecres, read ſacred. Page 6 * 
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read doc trincs. P, 9. 1. 11. Tor- ibefare + — T 


| P. 13. line 30. the pronoun be is ſuprfluous. Fans - * £122 
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